
2021 Year in Review

Alaska Botanical Garden

Note from the Director
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How do you summarize a year coming out of a global pandemic? And when 
should we consider the impact of the pandemic to be behind us? Regarding 
the return of tourists, 2021 was a great success as we set a record of $215,000 
in gate revenue. This is well beyond pre-pandemic levels, which makes one 
wonder if 2021 is a “catch-up” year and 2022 will be something of a cooling 
off period. I suppose you’ll have to check the 2022 Annual Report for the rest 
of that story.
 
Looking over the list of programs and events, 2021 was clearly a successful 
and engaging year with a slate of established programs nicely rounded out 
with new endeavors. To me, perhaps the most exciting and promising addition 
was the amateur ice carving competition, which was not so much a 
competition as it was a community event. We will certainly look to expand this 
program in 2022 as it supports our efforts to become a year-round destination 
and resource for tourists and residents. With a solid seven months of 
off-season, expanding programs during winter is essential.
 
And I can’t overlook the installation of ABG’s largest artwork ever; Night & 
Day by The Myth Makers. We hope this 22-foot tall monumental piece will 
inspire thousands of visitors in the coming years before the natural materials 
providing its structure decay and return to the earth.
 
Lastly, I’d like to thank everyone who supports ABG including the staff, Board 
of Directors, members, donors, and volunteers. Everyone is playing their part 
to help the Garden reach its full potential as we strive to showcase the beauty 
and value of Alaska’s garden and natural areas through science, education, 
and recreation.
 
See you at the Garden!
 

Mike Monterusso
Executive Director
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Gardens + Trails
Lile’s Garden 
Perennial Garden 
Herb Garden 
Alpine Rock Garden 
Anchorage Heritage Garden
Trailside Garden
Outdoor Classroom
Verna Pratt Wildflower Trail
Shade Garden
Lowenfels-Hoersting Family Nature Trail



FINANCIALS

Mike Monterusso, Executive Director 
Will Criner, Horticulture + Facilities 
Stacey Shriner, Education + Programs 
Betany Porter, Art Curator + Events 
Paige Becker, Marketing + Design 
Tim Taber, Operations + IT + Events 
Lindsay Clark, Horticulture 
Patrick Ryan, Education + Outreach 
Kayleigh Brandt, Operations + Development
Liz Mockbee Development + Guest Services

Claire Kaufman, President
Jamie Newson Eaton, Vice President
Susan Brusehaber, Secretary
William Schmid, Treasurer
Erica Chenoweth
Johanna Grasso
Sarah Groogan
Steve Hennig
Alex Taitt
Emily Wiswesser
Melissa Wolf
Jeff Lowenfels, Emeritus

Staff Board of Directors



Cookie Cutter Bird Feeders • Homemade Herbal 
Glycerites • Homemade Creams & Lip 

Balm • Block Printing Holiday Cards • Houseplants 101 • Fall 
in Love with Dahlias • Making a Garden 

Journal • Valentine’s in the Garden • Valentine’s Lights 
• Ice Carving Competition • Valentine’s Art Virtual • Guided 

Gardening: A Learning CSA • 
Spring Conference 2021: Seeds of Sanity • Beginner 

Ice Carving • Drive in Movie ‘No Time to 
Waste’ • Winter Plant Identification • Winter 

Landscape Painting • Local Wildflower 
and Plant ID • Mother’s Day Spring Floral Design • 
Mother’s Day Sip & Stroll • Edible & 
Medicinal Plants of Southwest Alaska • Cut Flower 

Care Virtual • DIY Mother’s Day Cards 
Virtual• Monthly Walking Tour of the 

Garden • Orchids 101: Back to the Basics • Garden 
Chatter Series • Summer Celebration Gala • Picnic in 

the Garden Series • Hypertufa ‘Set in Stone’ 
• Wine in the Woods • Herb Basket 

Weaving • Concrete Leaf Cast  
• Floral Arrangements from the Garden • DIY 

Mushroom • Botanical Pressing 
• Berry ID • Beer in the Garden • Virtual 

Garlic Tutorial • Blue Oyster Mushroom • BOOtanical Garden • 
BOOtanical Drawing • Fall Centerpiece 

Workshop for Families • Fall Wreath • 
Levi’s Aurora Basket • Accent Bow Gi# Basket 

• Living Terrarium Ornament • 
Holiday Lights in the Garden

Events



What People are Saying
“Fantastic people. All committed to teaching 
the kids about botany. Many thanks to all of 
you.“

”Great place to walk and unwind. Very 
private.”

”The gate person was friendly and pointed 
out features on the map.  Umbrellas were 
available when it started to drizzle.  I felt their 
pride and ownership!”

”Just a beautiful garden to visit.”

”Well marked trails with great informative 
signage.”



THANK YOU to our donors

Individual Donors
Abigail Snedeker 
Alan Schuyler 
Aleesha Towns-Bain 
Alexandra Taitt 
Alice Samuelson In loving 
memory of Claude Spinosa
Allegra Hamer 
Amber Stephens 
Angela Pearson 
Ann Dubois 
Ann Lindsey 
Ann Starkey 
Ariane Glover 
Arina Filippenko 
Ashley Kampsen 
Austin & Carolyn Coller 
Ayse Gilbert 
Barbara Baker 
Barbara Bradford 
Barbara Eckrich 
Barbara Garner 
Barbara Karl 
Barbara Symmes & Jeff Barnes 
Bathwell Faria 
Becky & Sam Krogstad 
Bernie Ruskin 
Bessie Hausmann 
Beth Baker 
Betsey Howard 
Bill Sterling 
Brandon Dunegan 
Brenda Adams 
Brian Duffy 
Brian Satchfield 
Brie Xavier 
Brigitte Ressel 
Calvin Kerr 
Camilla Dalton 
Cammy & Scott Taylor 
Carla McConnell 
Carol Damberg 
Carol Morris 
Carol Ross 
Carol Schatz In memory of 
Alfred ‘Al’ Augestad 
Carol Wyman 
Carole Jaffa 

Caroline Bolar 
Carolyn & Kurt Stangl 
Carolyn Favorite 
Carroll Samuelson 
Catherine Sage 
Cathryn Rasmuson 
Charlie Williams In honor of 
Gail Fairbanks Williams Hoefler 
Charlotte Fox 
Chelsea Maynard 
Chloe Clark-Berry 
Christina Spears 
Christine Dittrich 
Christine Johnson 
Christine Smith
Christine Van Breukelen 
Cindy & Dave Schraer 
Claire Kaufman 
Claire Wilson 
Colleen McElhenny 
Conni Schlee 
Connie Ozer In honor of 
Kathryn Hoffer
Craig Bauer 
Craig Graff 
Craig Valentine 
Cynthia Higgins 
Dale Bingham & Elaine Thomas 
Daniel Samelson 
Daniel Yancey 
David Devlin 
David Pritchard 
David & Dianne Hillemeyer 
Debby & Mark Cruver 
Deborah Narang 
Debra Caldera 
Denise Gagnon 
Diane & Dennis Allen 
Diane Fejes 
Dianne Toebe 
Dion Roberts 
Dirk V. Derksen & Margaret R. 
Petersen 
Dolly Larkin 
Dominick Jennings 
Donna Cherrier 
Donna Lee Jardin & Janice 
Blanchard 
Donna Lind 
Doré & Kevin Meyers 

Dr. Ronald & Sue Glaeser 
E. Peek Ehlinger 
Edward Tubbs 
Eileen Lo#us 
Elizabeth Burke 
Elizabeth Ellis 
Elizabeth Rupp 
Ellen Green
Emily Wiswesser 
Erica Chenoweth 
Erin Rose 
Erma MacMillan 
Erma Martin 
Faye Stiehm 
Fernando Lopez 
Francesca Durner 
Franny Junge 
Gail and Brian Hoefler 
Gail Sieberts 
Gary and Debora Griffeth 
Gayle Garrigues 
Gayle Heywood 
Glennis & Roy Ireland 
Gloria Watroba 
Grace & Ose Matsutani 
Gregory Beischer 
Gregory Razo 
Harry Deuber & Brian Lyons 
Hilary Hardwick 
Hilda Pullen 
Hilma Lewis 
Holly Hill 
Jake Fisher 
Jamie Newsom Eaton 
Janet Lipinski 
Janet Snider 
Jeff Bowden 
Jeffrey Rubin 
Jennifer Collins 
Jeri & Jan Van den Top 
Jerilyn Rubin 
Jessica Hoffman 
Jim Thiele 
Joal Karcz-Banks In Memory of 
Franklin Fleagle
Joan & Steve Aufrecht 

Joan Diamond 
Jody Liddicoat 
Johanna Grasso 
John & Marcy Stalvey 
John & Tina DeLapp 
John Braden & Maggie Kelly 
John Rush 
John Wheeler 
Joyce Smith 
Judith Hoersting & Jeff 
Lowenfels 
Judy & Larry Wilmarth
Judy Rasmuson 
Julie Ginder 
Julie Hood 
Julie Riley 
Julie Schmidt 
Kaia Pearson 
Karen Hunt 
Karen Kish 
Karen Schmidlkofer In memory 
of Mary Ann Dauenhauer
Karla Shaw 
Katalin Frost 
Katherine Karabelnikoff 
Katherine Lee 
Kathleen & Alexander 
Monterrosa 
Kathleen Grace 
Kathy Scott 
Kathy Swick 
Kaylene Brown 
Kelly Roberts 
Ken & Liz Sherwood 
Kenneth Higgins 
Keri Silvey 
Kerry & Robert Scher 
Kevin Jocius 
Kimbrough Mauney 
Kirsten Kolb 
Kristina Palmer 
Laura Atwood 
Laura Kanyer
Laura Mendola
Laurie Constantino 
LaVonne Berger 
Leo Bustad & Jeanne Davis In 
memory of Al Augestad 
Lia Parker 
Lile Gibbons 



THANK YOU to our donors
Business DonorsIndividual Donors Continued

Linda Bennett 
Linda Blair 
Linda Mathews 
Linda Yarborough 
Lisa & Marc Heady 
Lisa Maurer 
Lizzi Fuchs 
Loisann Reeder 
Louisa Castrodale 
Lucile Peckham 
Luis Arellan Varosio 
Lynda Limon 
Lynne Alton 
Lyudmila Tsyganenko 
M. Elaine Hammes 
M.E. Tooley In memory of Trudy 
Weeks
Madeline Lieb 
Madelyn Millholland In honor of 
Annie Nevaldine 
Madelyn Schlansker In memory 
of Dennis DeLeo 
Madge & John Oswald 
Margaret Neans 
Marianne Kerr 
Marie Bell-Jones 
Marilyn Barker 
Marilyn McKay 
Marilyn Pierce-Bulger
Marissa Myrick 
Marjorie & Arvin Miller In 
memory of Jean Shadrach 
Mark Wallace 
Marsha Burns & Lynn Highland 
Marsha Korri 
Martha & Brett Jokela 
Mary Derby 
Mary Rydesky 
Mary Tesche 
Matt Varga 
Mauri Long In honor of Valerie 
Conner 
Melisa Miller 
Melissa & Joel Hayes 
Melissa Wolf 
Melvin Monsen 
Michael Stinebaugh 
Michelle LeBeau 
Michelle Semerad In memory of 
Mary Shier
Michiko Senaga In memory of 
Jean Shadrach 

Miranda Zweigle 
Monya Lane 
Murray Athans 
Nancy Larsen 
Nancy Parker 
Nancy Stone 
Nancy Thibodeau 
Natalie Oberman 
Nicholas Draine 
Nicole Pearce 
Nicole Popp 
Norman & Jane Schlittler 
Pamela Williams 
Paul Cherven 
Phil & Keitha Monterusso 
Phillip Manke 
Phyllis & Royal Kiehl 
Rachel Sunnell 
Randy Meyers 
Rebekah Smith 
Rick & Shirley Ryan 
Robin Dern 
Robin Dublin & Hilary Morgan 
Robin Rainwater 
Rosa Meehan & Staton Moll 
Ruth Fahl 
Ruthe Rasmussen 
Sandra & Larry Acomb 
Sandra Langland 
Sandy & Jim St. George 
Sandy & The Durrell Family 
Foundation 
Sarah Newman 
Scott Hinton 
Scott Stewart 
Serena DuBose 
Shannon Wolf 
Sharon & Mike Rayt 
Sharon Boyette 
Sharon Schlicht 
Sheila Lankford 
Shirley Luedke In memory of 
Joan Rogers
Shirley Mathews 
Stacy Studebaker
Stefanie Alexander 
Stephanie Wrightsman-Birch 

Steve & Lou Ann Hennig 
Steve Mason 
Steve Tierney 
Stevens Montooth 
Sue Green & John Shadrach 
In Memory of Jean Shadrach
Sue Looney 
Summer Thomas 
Susan & Don Brusehaber 
Susan Boersma 
Susan Casey 
Susan Condon 
Susan Heinz 
Susan Loos 
Susan Lukowski 
Susan Orlansky 
Susan Rogers 
Susan Saltmarsh 
Taharei Baumgartner 
Tanja Morris In honor of 
Tanja’s Mother
Tara Shea 
Teresa Bormann 
Terri Hitchcock In memory of 
Jean Shadrach
Thomas Fenoseff 
Tiffany McKenzie 
Tracy Green 
Travis Smith 
Tyler Sherban 
Valerie Fuller 
Valerie Tompkins 
Vicki Novak 
Victoria Lord 
Virginia Moore 
Warren & Mary Hines In 
memory of Jean Shadrach
William Morrow 
William Swanson 
Winter Wolf 
Xander Guthrie 
Yvonne Shohl

Alaska Bar Association In 
memory of Mary Ann 
Dauenhauer
Alaska Community 
Foundation 
Alaska Garden Interiors 
Alaska Master Gardener 
Assoc. 
Anchorage Gospel Rescue 
Mission In memory of John 
Garner
ASLA Alaska Chapter 
Bagoy's Florist 
Boreal Bioscapes 
Central Alaska Retired 
Teachers' Assoc.
Christian Health Associates In 
memory of Jean Shadrach 
ConocoPhillips Alaska 
Earthscape 
International Business 
Machines (IBM) 
Kicksled Alaska 
Kroger 
Powers Brothers Inc. 
Rasmuson Foundation 
Solstice Alaska Consulting Inc
Tall Trees Alaska 


