
The Alaska Botanical Garden is an independent nonprofit living museum. Its mission 
is to showcase the beauty and value of Alaska’s gardens and natural areas through 

science, education, and recreation using organic and sustainable practices. 

Alaska Botanical Garden

2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

2020 was a year we will likely never forget, even if we’d like to. Many lives in the 
community were adversely affected by the pandemic, and the associated loss of 
tourism was a significant blow to ABG’s revenue stream. Operationally, not 
everything related to COVID-19 was negative. The always-creative staff shifted 
gears almost seamlessly to offer programs geared toward the needs of residents. 
Our retail sales actually increased slightly over 2019 (the online store was a big 
help), and while we could not hold major events such as Beer in the Garden and 
Gala, the newly formed Picnic Series sold out every Thursday evening. We learned 
how to work remotely as well as utilize the Garden’s seemingly endless outdoor 
spaces to hold events that were “COVID-friendly”. Many of our remote workshops 
sold out, the first-annual Bootanical was a hit, and the third-annual Holiday Lights 
brought in more than twice the revenue over the previous year. 
  
The old saying “necessity is the mother of invention” is certainly true and we now 
have an expanded set of tools to meet the horticulture and art interests of the 
community. I can’t thank everyone enough for ALL your support. Every 
membership, donation, and event ticket helps us fulfill our mission to educate, 
conserve, and inspire. 
  
We have a lot planned for 2021 so keep an eye on our website and social media 
channels for the details. I look forward to seeing you at the Garden again soon! 

Gardens + Trails
Lile’s Garden 

Lower Perennial Garden 
Herb Garden 
Rock Garden 

Anchorage Heritage Garden 
Trailside Garden 

Outdoor Classroom 
Wildflower Walk 

Plaza + Shade Garden 
Lowenfels + Hoersting Family Nature Trail

Note from the Director

Mike Monterusso, Executive Director



EVENTS
Making a Garden Journal 

Valentine’s Art Virtual Workshop 
Fall in Love with Dahlias! 

Houseplants 101 
Handmade Hand Creams & Lip Balms 

Homemade Herbal Glycerites 
Garden Chatter X4 

Movie on the Lawn: Beatrix Farrand’s 
American Landscape 

Mushrooms with Gouache Watercolor 
Fall In-Service Day Camp 

Mushroom ID + Walk 
A Pathway Performance: Sugar & Salt 

Native Plant ID + Walk 
Concrete Leaf Cast Workshop 

Garlic Planting Workshop 
Hypertufa Trough Workshop 

PicnicS in the Garden 
Botanical Drawing Art Class 

Edible Berries Workshop 
Summer Camps 

Local Wildflower Class 
Lunch & Learn Series 

Sow What? Seed Starting Workshop 
Beautiful Bloomin’ Bulbs 

Succulent Workshop 
Winter Plant Walk 

Spring Break in the Garden 
Dinosaur Succulent Workshop 

Luminaria Workshop 
Star Party! 

Valentine’s Day in the Garden 
Spring Conference: Seeing More in 2020

2020

110 ACRES OF BOREAL FOREST 
8 ACRES OF CULTIVATED GARDENS  

1,100 VARIETIES OF PLANTS  
150 SPECIES OF ALASKA NATIVE 



FINANCIALS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Board President – Emily Wiswesser 
Board Vice President – Janelle Pfleiger 
Board Treasurer – William Schmid 
Board Secretary – Susan Brusehaber 
Sarah Groogan 
Jamie Newsom Eaton 
Steve Hennig 
Rosa Meehan 
Alex Taitt 
Claire Kaufman 
Melissa Wolf 
Jeff Lowenfels, Emeritus 

STAFF
Mike Monterusso, Executive Director 

Will Criner, Horticulture + Facilities 
Stacey Shriner, Education + Programs 

Betany Porter, Art Curator + Events 
Paige Becker, Marketing + Design 

Tim Taber, Operations + IT + Events 
Lindsay Clark, Horticulture 

Patrick Ryan, Education + Outreach 
Kayleigh Brandt, Development + Guest Services 

What People Are Saying
“Friendly & knowledgable staff!”

“What a hidden gem in our city!”

“Thank you for the friendly service, 
the gardens are just lovely.”

“Great place to stroll and 
enjoy being outdoors.”

“I appreciate Alaska Botanical 
Garden’s customer service and their 
willingness to go beyond.”



THANK YOU

Donna Lee Jardin & Janice C Blanchard  
Kate Jensen  
Martha Jokela  
Sara Juday  
Kristen Kangas  
Katherine Karabelnikoff  
Barbara Karl  
Taylor Keegan  
Trudy  Ron  & Lia Keller  
Calvin Kerr  
Marianne Kerr  
Phyllis & Royal Kiehl  
John Klein  
Leslie Kleinfeld  
Kristin Knudsen  
Marsha Korri  
Lorraine Kottra  
Linda Kumin  
Sandra Langland  
Sandy & Marc Langland  
Sheila Lankford  
Darcy Laughlin  
Yvonne Lindblom 
Ann Lindsey  
Janet & Richard Lipinski  
Nell Loftin  
Mauri Long  
Jedidiah Long  
Sue Looney  
Susan Loos  
Christopher Lopez  
Victoria Lord  
Jeff Lowenfels & Judith Hoersting  
Beverly Luedke-Chan  
Susan Lukowski  
Virginia Sue Lyman  
Erma MacMillan  
Claudine Magloire  
Phil Manke & Susan Oliver  
Erma Martin  
Shirley Mathews  
Ose & Grace Matsutani  
Colleen McElhenny  
Rosa Meehan & Stanton Moll 
Karolyn Merritt  
Kevin Meyers  
Randy Meyers  
Madelyn Millholland  
Mel & Lisa Monsen  
Phil & Keit ha Monterusso  
Jean Moran  
Carol Morris  
Diane & Mike Moxness  
Judith & Jim Muller 
John Myers  
Sarah Newman  
Jamie Newsom Eaton  
David Newton & Janine Forrest  
Dana Nunn  
Emilie Nyberg 
Natalie & Stephen Oberman

to our donors
Business Donors
Alaska Garden Interiors  
AmazonSmile Foundation  
Assc of State Public Health 
Nutritionists  
Atwood Foundation  
Boreal Bioscapes  
Brie's Botanical Garden Tours  
ConocoPhillips Alaska  

Individual Donors
Brenda Adams  
Diane & Dennis Allen  
Dana Anderson  
Jessie Angell  
Sara Anglen  
Margaret Anibas  
Thomas Arnold  
Laura Atwood  
Steven & Joan Aufrecht  
Chris Aust  
Beth Baker  
Rhonda Barnklau  
Faria Bathwell  
Joyce & Craig Bauer  
Dan Seiser & Mark Bell  
Linda Billington  
Dale Bingham & Elaine Thomas  
Dawn & Keven Bishop-Kleweno  
Susan Boersma  
Paula & Robert Bowlby  
Sharon Boyette  
John Braden  
Anna Brawley  
Judith Brendel  
William Britt  
Kaylene Brown  
Mary Bunch  
Elizabeth Burke  
Marsha Burns  
Susan Casey  
Chelsea Casey  
Tami Cashell Choquette  
Donna Cherrier  
Paul Cherven  
Mary Chouinard  
Stephen & Deborah Clark  
Chloe Clark-Berry  
Lydia Cochran  
Linda Comerci & Douglas Johnson  
Susan Condon 
Jerry & Sandy Covey  
Mark & Debby Cruver  
Cynthia Curtis  
Amy Dalton  
Cami Dalton  
Carol & Douglas Damberg  
Douglas Damberg  
Alivia DeBusk  
John & Tina DeLapp  
Michelle Demaree  
Harry Deuber & Brian Lyons  
Robin Dublin & Hilary Morgan  
Andy Dunham  
April Dunlevy 
Daniel Durfee 
Fran Durner

Brian & Sandy Durrell 
Thomas Eaton  
Barbara Eckrich  
Christopher Elander  
Robert Ellis  
Richard Emanuel  
Kya Etheredge  
Edward Etheredge  
Randy Simpson & Dana Fabe  
Ruth Fahl  
Mary Farkas  
Diane & Bob Fejes  
Thomas Fenoseff  
Laura Fenoseff  
Karol Fink  
Heather Flynn  
Robert Foote-Jones  
Keely Forrest  
Charlotte Fox & Michael Stinebaugh 
Sam Krogstad & Becky Fox-Krogstad  
Stacey Freeman  
Tia Froehle  
Katalin Frost  
Lizzi Fuchs  
Carol Fuller  
Kayli Gardener 
Gayle Garrigues  
Eric Geisler  
Lile R. Gibbons  
Ayse & Charles Gilbert  
Sharon Gleason  
Linda Goentzel  
Aimee Goodwin  
Kathleen Grace  
Craig Graff  
Ellen Green  
Gary & Debora Griffeth  
Sarah Groogan  
Patricia Gunter  
Xander Guthrie  
Jennifer Hadden  
M. Elaine Hammes  
Brianna Hammes  
Barbara Hanson  
Sandy & Dave Harrington  
Carolyn Harris  
Lorelei Hass  
Bessie Hausmann  
Melissa & Joel Hayes  
Melissa Hayes  
Steve & Lou Ann Hennig 
Jane Hewko  
Cynthia & Kenneth Higgins  
Mary Hilcoske 
Holly Hill 
Gail & Brian Hoefler

Jessica Hoffman  
Carole Holley  
Travis Hood 
John Horstkoetter  
Ginger Hudson & Ken Murphy  
Gary Prokosh & M. Elise Huggins  
Karen Hunt 
Ann Jache  
Pamela Jacobs

Eshokhai Omogbeme  
John & Madge Oswald  
Connie Ozer  
Bill & Barbara Pargeter  
Kaia Pearson  
Dirk V. Derksen & Margaret R. Petersen  
Janelle Pfleiger  
Heather Phelps  
Marilyn Pierce-Bulger  
James Powell  
Carl Propes  
H Pullen  
Jessica Quinn  
Cathy Rasmuson  
Judy Rasmuson  
Ruthe Rasmussen  
Alexandra Ravelo  
Mike Rayt  
Michael Redmond  
Brigitte Ressel  
Robert & Dixie Retherford  
Sage Reuter  
Cathy Rezabeck & Michael Goodwin  
Julie Riley  
Ciro Rivera-Gonzalez  
Alyssa Rizzuto  
Torgeir Robertson  
Caitlin Rodriguez  
Susan Rogers  
Rosemarie Rotunno  
Jeffrey Rubin  
Jerilyn Rubin  
John Rush  
Bernie & David Ruskin  
Mary Rydesky  
Catherine Sage  
Susan Saltmarsh  
Daniel Samelson  
Alice Samuelson  
Alyssa Schaefer  
Kerry & Robert Scher  
Sharon Schlicht  
Bill Schmid  
Cindy & Dave Schraer  
Alan Schuyler  
Barb & Myron Schweigert  
Patti Scotch  
Kathy Scott  
Dan Seiser  
Mary Seutter  
Karla Shaw  
Catherine Shenk  
Sarah Sherban  
Mary Shier  
Melissa Sikes  
Keri SilveyTop  
Yaj Yuam Vang  
Matt Varga  
Kathryn & Doug Veltre  
JoEllen Weatherholt  
Janet & Troy Weiss  
Michael Werner  
Claire Wilson  
Emily Wiswesser  
Mark Wohlgemuth  
Melissa Wolf  
Stephanie Wrightsman-Birch  
Carol Wyman  
Brie Xavier  
David Ziemlak  
Susan & Don Brusehaber

Earthscape  
HMS Inc.  
Kicksled Alaska LLC  
Kroger  
Powers Brothers Inc.  
Rasmuson Foundation  
Solstice Alaska Consulting  Inc.  
Target - The GoodCoin Foundation 
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